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Since a very early age I have 

felt such a connection with the 

dancers, families and faculty at 

the Delaware Dance Company. 

I hope to continue to develop the 

caliber of training this school 

has sustained through the past 

twenty-five years and establish 

a nurturing relationship with 

the students, offering positive 

corrections and gentle guidance.

‘‘

’’
Sunshine Webster-Latshaw

Artistic Director

Delaware Dance company Director

Mary Roth
Business MAnAger 

Sunshine Webster-Latshaw (Miss Sunshine) began her training with Anna  
Schaeffer, near Baltimore, and continued serious ballet training with DDC.  
Ms. Latshaw also trained at the School of the Pennsylvania Ballet, the Joffrey 

Ballet School and the Burklyn Ballet Theatre, working with such notable teachers  
as Lupe Serrano, Trinette Singleton and Cherie Noble. She was honored to be  
chosen for a Special Workshop with the late Margot Fonteyn while training at  
The Joffrey Ballet. 

Ms. Latshaw joined The Maryland Ballet and later attended The University of  
the Arts, receiving a BFA in Fine Arts with a concentration in Dance Education. 
While attending the University, Ms. Latshaw worked with local modern companies, 
including Archetype Dance and Koresh Dance Company, and developed a passion 
for modern and contemporary forms of dance. She returned to DDC as a faculty 
member and Ballet Mistress of the Company in 1993, before becoming the Artistic 
Director in 1999. 

As an educator, Ms. Latshaw has drawn on years of experience to develop her own 
unique style of modern, focusing on a fluid and expressive style of movement. Her 
modern choreography is visually engaging for the audience and, though physically 
demanding, still natural and satisfying to the dancer. She is also a distinguished 
ballet choreographer and her work is featured in all DDC’s productions, including 
The Nutcracker, Cinderella, Tales from the Enchanted Forest and all spring galas.  
She recently choreographed excerpts from Carnival of the Animals for performance 
with the Newark Symphony Orchestra. She is currently on the Dance Minor Faculty 
at University of Delaware, was a dance faculty member at Cecil College and is a 
certified Jazzercise instructor. 

Ms. Latshaw is dedicated to providing a broad spectrum of dance forms and 
learning opportunities to DDC and the community and works to instill an 
appreciation and passion for the art of dance in her students. Mary Roth has been involved with Delaware Dance Company since 

1995.  She has served on the Board of Trustees with terms both as 
Secretary and President and coordinated the volunteer committees 

for the annual Nutcracker for many years. With a Ph.D. in Inorganic Chemistry 
from the Massachusetts Institute for Technology, she has worked in the chemistry 
departments at the University of Chicago and Swarthmore College.  In 2006, 
she was hired by the Board of Trustees to oversee the business management of 
Delaware Dance Company.  Both of her daughters, Miranda Liu and Elaine Liu, 
danced with the Performing Company and taught classes and camp while living 
in the area.  Mary remains dedicated to ensuring that her extended dance family 
has the best possible experience during their years at DDC.



Delaware Dance Company, recognized for excellence in dance training 
throughout the tri-state area, accepts students from ages 2 - adult.   
DDC provides dance training in ballet, modern, jazz, tap, musical theatre  

and hip hop.  The school curriculum is separated into four distinct levels.  

The Young Children’s Division (age 2-4) includes Mommy & Me and Totdance.  
These classes are limited in size and focus on motor skills, dance vocabulary, basic 
rhythm and self-expression. 

The Children’s Division (ages 4-7) encompasses Kinderballet, Kindercombo and 
Pre-Ballet levels.  Simple ballet technique, dance vocabulary and rhythmic exercises 
are introduced in an age appropriate format.  At age 6, Pre-ballet students are eligible 
to register for Introduction to Tap.  Children enrolled in Pre Ballet, who are age 7, 
are eligible to register for introductory classes in Jazz, Hip Hop and Theatre Dance.  
Modern classes may be added at the Pre-professional level. 

The Pre-Professional Division accepts students beginning at 8 years of age.  
The Ballet Curriculum is divided into 10 levels of achievement (Beginner Levels-
1/1X/2, Intermediate Levels-2X/3/3X, Advanced Levels-4/4X/5 & advanced).   
Pre-professional students are encouraged to study other dance disciplines and are 
required to add modern and jazz to their class schedules as they progress in the 
ballet curriculum.  Other styles offered include Theatre Dance, Tap and Hip Hop.  
The graded curriculum in additional dance disciplines is divided in to 10 levels of 
achievement (Introductory/Beginner A,B,C/Intermediate A,B,C/Advanced A,B,C).  
Students in the Pre-Professional Division are placed in levels according to age, 
experience and ability.  Many factors are considered in promotion from one year to 
the next including attendance, individual progress in acquiring technique, physicality 
and strength and a positive attitude toward dance instruction and the faculty 
members.  Students are not permitted to pass over a level unless recommended by a 
faculty member with the approval of the Artistic Director.  

The Teen/Adult Division offers beginner through intermediate level classes in ballet, 
modern, jazz and tap to teens and adults from different walks of life.  Classes in this 
division provide opportunities for exercise, stretching and toning the body as well as 
an appreciation for the art form in a non-competitive atmosphere.  

mission/philosophy/programs

Our Programs

To advance the knowledge and appreciation of dance in the community and 
region through instruction, performances, and outreach programs: to provide  

the highest quality educational opportunities possible in all aspects of dance to 
anyone desiring such education:  to be viewed as a community and regional leader  
in preparing students for a professional career in dance.

Our Mission

At Delaware Dance Company, we strive to provide our students with the 
highest quality dance education possible. Whether they are with us for one year 

or many, they will leave with a sense of self-worth and accomplishment. Delaware 
Dance Company’s goal is to instill qualities that will carry students through their 
entire lives, whether they choose a career in dance or another field.

Having the opportunity to view, converse and associate with professional company 
members, choreographers and directors provides students a chance to develop unique 
relationships and a deeper level of understanding and appreciation for the art of dance.

Our Philosophy



Delaware Dance company faculty
Allyson Cohen-Sherlock (Miss Allyson)  has trained at Delaware Dance Company 
since she was four years old. She joined the Performing Company in 1985 and rose through 
the ranks to Principal dancer. Her many and varied roles include Princess Aurora in Sleeping 
Beauty and the Sugar Plum Fairy in the annual production of The Nutcracker. Miss Allyson 
has also studied at the Rock School of the Pennsylvania Ballet, Burklyn Ballet Theatre in 
Vermont, University of the Arts in Philadelphia, Boston  Ballet School and the Hartford 
Ballet School. In addition to her teaching and dancing duties for DDC, Miss Allyson has 
also contributed as a choreographer for the Performing Company with a jazz ballet Swingin’ 

and Jumpin, a classical ballet Vivaldi, a solo piece, Waterfall, in the contemporary ballet Elemental Rhythms that was 
performed at Disney World’s Magic Kingdom in August 2002, and On the Frontline for Homecoming: an Alumni 
Gala in 2011. She is also the Rehearsal Director for DDC’s Nutcracker. Miss Allyson teaches high school dance at 
Cab Calloway School of the Arts in Wilmington. She has directed and choreographed her own annual high school 
spring dance shows at Cab Calloway and has choreographed many of their musicals, including Footloose, Hairspray, 
and Aida. She has continued her professional development in dance by completing the certification to teach the 
ABT® National Curriculum for Primary to Level 7. She graduated from the University of Delaware with a Bachelor 
of Science in Elementary Education and a certification in Special Education. She and her husband, Adam are the 
proud parents of Hayden and Ava Rose.

Erin Fitzgerald (Miss Erin) holds a BFA in Modern Dance Performance from the 
University of the Arts in Philadelphia. Upon graduation, she was rewarded for excelling in 
several different art forms with the School of Music Interdisciplinary Award. In the Fall of 
2011, Erin attended the post graduate program at Headlong Performance Institute where 
she studied creative process, improvisation, clowning and commedia dell-arte. While living 
in NYC, she completed the Upright Citizens Brigade improv comedy program, studied with 
Movement Research as a stage production and dance intern and attended workshops at 
William Esper Acting Studio. Erin has had the honor of dancing with many artists such as 

Meriam Herve-Gil, Curt Haworth, Kelly Turner, Brian Sanders, Manfred Fishbeck, Alonzo King and John Jasperse. 
Most recently, she earned her yoga certification through Sadhana Yoga School in July 2015. Erin is a dancer with 
Ignite: A Company of Dancing Artists as well as one of the head facilitators with the Philadelphia non-profit, Body 
Allies. She is very excited to join the faculty for a 2nd year at DDC!

Kathleen Gallant (Miss Kathleen) joined the DDC faculty in 1992 and was also 
Dance Coordinator of the Western Family YMCA School of Dance for many years.   Her 
early dance training was incomplete, and her mission is to make sure that young dancers 
develop and nurture a love of dance while getting the correct preparation to continue 
successfully.  Although classical ballet is her first love, she believes in a well-rounded dance 
education and is an advocate for many other forms of dance, especially tap. Miss Kathleen 
has worked extensively with children and adults in summer camps, after school programs, 
and community theater groups. She holds a B.A. from Skidmore College and an M.A. in 

Literature and Pedagogy from the University of Delaware. Because of her affinity for all things French and her 
love of ballet history and vocabulary, she received the French Advocate of the Year Award from the faculty of the 
University of Delaware. Miss Kathleen and her husband John reside in Old New Castle and love to travel.

Samantha Gartley (Miss Sam) began her training at DDC at the age of 4 and was 
a member of the Performing Company from 2006-2012. She graduated from Cab Calloway 
School for the Arts where she majored in Dance and is a 2015 graduate of the University of 
Delaware with a Bachelor of Science in Food Science and a minor in Dance. She worked as 
a teaching assistant and camp assistant for many years and in 2009 became a junior member 
of the Faculty. Samantha has performed in the annual Nutcracker ballet as well as numerous 
other DDC performances including Peter Rabbit and Other Tales, Tales from the Enchanted 
Forest,  Cinderella  and  several spring Galas. She supplemented her training by attending 

summer programs and workshops at DDC, at the Atlantic Contemporary Ballet Theater and regional festivals. 
While at UD she was in the first four annual dance minor concerts, a TA for multiple dance classes, the President of 
the National Honor Society for Dance Arts, and was awarded a grant for a choreography research project as part of 
the UD Scholar in Arts program. Recently she has joined the modern dance company, Ignite: A Company of Dancing 
Artists. Samantha enjoys sharing her love of dance with young dancers and looks forward to her classes this year.

Kimberly Henshaw (Miss Kim) is a junior at the University of Delaware where she 
will be majoring in Economics and minoring in Dance. Kim has danced with DDC since 
the age of 4. She is a former Performing Company member and had performed in many 
DDC production including Nutcracker, Cinderella, Peter Rabbit and Other Tails, Tales of the 
Enchanted Forest, Peter and the Wolf, Forest Fables and various Galas. Kim is very excited to 
be teaching this year and continuing as Assistant of the Youth Dance Ensemble. She made 
her choreographic debut in DDC’s 2015 Spring Gala.  Kim’s piece, Inferno was selected to 
open the Emerging Choreographer’s Showcase at Regional Dance America 2016.

Sherry Hiott (Miss Sherry) has been teaching and coaching classical ballet for thirty 
years. She attended Boston Ballet School under the direction of E. Virginia Williams and 
at Harkness House for Ballet Arts under the direction of David Howard. She was invited to 
join the American Festival Ballet under the direction of Kathleen Crofton. She performed 
with Mercury Ballet Company, Ithaca Ballet Company, Dance Circle, Festival Ballet of  
New York, Galveston Ballet and Corpus Christi Ballet Company in Texas. Miss Sherry also 
served as Ballet Mistress for both the Galveston Ballet Company and the Corpus Christi 
Ballet Company. She has trained to teach in the Russian method with Kirov trained ballet 

masters and with former American Ballet Theater ballet master Jurgen Schneider. Miss Sherry has also attended 
the David Howard Teacher Training Workshop at the University of North Carolina, the teacher’s workshop at 
Julliard, NY, and the Teacher-Training Course at the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet in Carlisle, PA. She is a 
certified teacher in Revolutionary Principles of Movement ( RPM), movement motivation based on anatomy and 
kinesiology for all body types.

Shannon Lynch (Miss Shannon) trained in ballet with the Greenwich Ballet 
School  (Greenwich, CT) and The Lorna London School of Ballet (Larchmont, NY).  Miss 
Shannon is pleased to begin her 14th year with DDC. She has performed at Longwood Gardens 
with  The Brandywiners as a featured dancer in Kiss Me Kate and at Milburn Stone Theatre 
in Legally Blonde, The Musical. Miss Shannon works as a choreographer and director at the 
Jennersville YMCA and runs a nonprofit, Carasmark, which benefits children in need. She 
enjoys spending time with her husband Nathan and children, Isla, Tessa & Finnian.

Beth Marshall (Miss Beth) began her dance training when she was four years old in 
New Jersey. Growing up, she studied at the American Repertory Ballet/Princeton Ballet School 
and Kathleen Academy of Dance.  Her tap mentors include Kathleen Cirioli (NJ) and Bettye 
Morrow (NY).   Over the past 15 years, she has had the opportunity to study dance from 
renowned teachers including Cholly Atkins, Randy Skinner, and Heather Cornell, as well as, 
faculty at Broadway Dance Center in NYC. As a member of the NJ based tap company, “Kids 
on Tap”, Beth performed multiple times at the New York City Tap Festival, TapCity, and the 
Chicago Human Rhythm Project. She has also performed throughout NJ with “Dance for 

the Cure”, a dance company that provides breast cancer education through the art of dance. A dance teacher since 
1999, she has taught tap, jazz, and ballet for studios and a college in NJ, NY and GA. During Beth’s years as head 
of the Statesboro School of Dance (GA) tap program, she designed and created her own tap curriculum still in use 
today. Also, as a member of Dance Masters of America, she is a Certified Tap Teacher. While not currently practicing, 
Beth is a Registered Dietitian and Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist. She also recently joined the Youth 
Protection Advocated in Dance (Y.P.A.D.) Beth, her husband, Tom, and their son, Steve, reside in Newark, DE.

Nichole Masters (Miss Nichole) is a graduate of Cape Town University Ballet 
School,  where she studied Ballet, Modern, Spanish Dance, choreography and choreology. 
She taught with the Western Cape Education department for nine years, specializing in ballet 
and creative dance. During those years she also organized RAD examinations and staged and 
choreographed student performances. In 1999, she moved to the USA and joined the faculty of 
the Shore Ballet School, Island Heights, New Jersey. Ms. Masters has been examined successfully 
in RAD and Cecchetti methods and holds the Royal Academy of Dance’s Teachers diploma and 
is also a certified Group Fitness instructor. She is a member of the American Academy of Ballet 

and Royal Academy of Dance. Since relocating to Delaware in 2010, Ms. Masters has been teaching Ballet at DDC and 
Creative Dance enrichment programs at area pre-schools. She is excited to start her 7th year at DDC and working as 
Company Ballet Mistress. She is also looking forward to another memorable Nutcracker season.



Delaware Dance company faculty
Heather Reynolds (Miss Heather) grew up in Elkton, Maryland where she began dancing 
at the young age of two and a half. At age eight, she continued her dance training by joining 
the Delaware Dance Company. Miss Heather spent over fifteen years performing with DDC 
in numerous productions including The Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, Hansel & Gretel, and 
Peter Rabbit and Other Tails, to name a few. For seven years Miss Heather served as Act 1 
Rehearsal Assistant for DDC’s annual Nutcracker performances, and in 2014 became Act 1 
Rehearsal Director. Miss Heather is an honors graduate from Wilmington University where 
she received a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education and a Master’s degree in 

Elementary School Counseling. Miss Heather has been on the teaching staff at DDC since 2000 and served as co-
director for DDC’s Youth Dance Ensemble for five years.

Melissa Rivera (Miss Melissa) graduated from the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, PA, 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in dance education, concentration in modern dance. She danced 
professionally with Philadelphia modern based company, the Anna Marie Mulgrew Dancers and 
Company. As a company member, she performed at Martha’s Vineyard and the Painted Bride 
Theater in Philadelphia. Miss Melissa was involved in outreach/education programs for schools 
in New Jersey and Philadelphia. She has choreographed several modern pieces for DDC’s various 
Spring Gala’s, most recently reworking the modern version of “Little Red Riding Hood” for Tales 
from the Enchanted Forest. This will be Miss Melissa’s fifth year with the Youth Dance Ensemble, 

and she is excited to be co-directing with her friend and colleague, Ms. Kim. She and her husband Adolfo reside in 
Newark with their 4 children.

Kimberly Schroeder (Miss Kim) is thrilled to return to DDC as co-director of YDE! 
She is currently the University of Delaware Dance Minor Director, as well as master teacher, 
choreographer and performer in a variety of venues. Kimberly has been the choreographer 
of over 40 musical theatre, non-musical theatre productions. She has worked in regional and 
national theatre, including national tours with the Missoula Children’s Theatre and international 
performances in Jamaica, Ireland, and Canada. Her most recent endeavors include performances 
with several national and international symphony orchestras and is artistic director of 
professional modern dance company, Ignite: A Company of Dancing Artists. Kimberly holds a 

Bachelor of Arts in Vocal Music & Dance Performance from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and a Master of Fine 
Arts in Dance from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

Brittany Slanac (Miss Brittany) has been dancing since age 3. She studied primarily as a 
member of the pre-professional program at Ballet Westmoreland Academy, under the direction 
of Marsha Kulik and Nicolas Petrov. She completed her undergraduate work in International 
Studies at The Johns Hopkins University, where she served as president of the school’s Modern 
Dance Company for four years, received a Certificate in Modern Dance and was awarded the 
President’s Commendation for Achievement in the Arts. While in college, Brittany worked 
closely with Marilyn K. Byers and had the opportunity to study intensively with Alberto del Saz, 
director of the Nikolais-Louis Foundation for Dance in New York. Brittany has taught dance at 

various studios, including The Dance Dimension, a semi-professional teenage modern dance company in Columbia, 
MD, and is a Registered Yoga Teacher (200 hour level). She has served as the Director of the School of Dance at the 
Jewish Community Center in Austin, TX, and is currently the Coordinator of the School of Dance at the Western Family 
YMCA in Newark, DE. She and her husband, Dan, live in Pennsylvania with their dog, Reed.

Jamie Meyer (Miss Jamie) began studying Vaganova ballet at First State Ballet 
Theatre under the direction of Kristina and Pasha Kambalov in 2001. She became a part 
of the First State Ballet Theatre company at eighteen, and has been a returning member 
since. Additionally, she has attended summer intensives at Kirov Academy of Ballet and 
American Ballet Theater. Miss Jamie is excited to begin her third year teaching at DDC!

Kelly Millar (Miss Kelly)raised in Elmer, NJ, started her dance training at the age of nine under 
the direction of Maxine and Kimberly Chapman. She was a soloist member of the Vineland 
Regional Dance Company from 1992-1997, a guest artist for numerous years, and danced lead 
roles in the Nutcracker Ballet and Sleeping Beauty. She attended Burklyn Ballet Theatre and the 
Juilliard School Summer Dance Programs. In her ninth year as Ballet Mistress for the Vineland 
Regional Dance Company, Ms. Millar also spent six years as Ballet Mistress and Resident 
Choreographer for the Delaware Ballet in Dover, DE.  Kelly is a 2002 graduate of the University 
of Delaware with a B.S. in Human Services, Education, and Public Policy. Ms. Millar was a 

performer and assistant coach for the University of Delaware Dance Team, and presently works with the team on their 
ballet technique. She developed a dance program at Polytech High School, in Delaware, and was the instructor there 
for seven years. She was the drama club choreographer for numerous shows at Polytech, as well as Sacred Heart High 
School, in NJ, in 2013. Kelly has taught at various dance studios throughout Delaware including the Central Delaware 
Dance Academy, Delaware Dance Company, En Pointe Studio, Tatiana Akinfieva Dance Academy, Mid Atlantic Ballet, 
and Providence Creek Ballet Theatre. She was a guest artist with the Diamond Dance Company in Milford, DE for 
their production of the Nutcracker in 2012. She has worked with well-known choreographers such as Jonathan Phelps, 
Francis Patrelle, Alan Hineline, Daniel Marshall, and Gina Gardner-Walther. She won the first prestigious “Jonathan 
Phelps Scholarship” at the RDA/NE Festival in 2009, which was awarded for the most outstanding contemporary 
dancer. Ms. Millar’s choreography was accepted and has allowed her to attend the Regional Dance America Craft of 
Choreography Conference in Seattle, Washington in 2009. She returned to the program in 2010 as a staff member. As 
a choreographer, nine of her works have been selected through an adjudication process, and shown at the RDA/NE 
Festivals. Kelly has also worked with Houston Dance Theatre in Texas on two occasions, setting original works on the 
company to be adjudicated for RDA/SW. Presently, she works as a choreographer and master teacher for the Vineland 
Regional Dance Company, an instructor for Maxine’s Studio of Dance, and in her fourth year as a staff member at 
the Delaware Dance Company in Newark, DE.  Kelly has supported and collaborated for several of the Diane Drulis 
Foundation’s annual benefits. Ms. Millar was the professional dance judge for the “Dancing with the Delaware Stars” 
in January 2016. She recently had the wonderful opportunity to work with a professional dance company, the First 
State Ballet Theatre. She was commissioned to set a contemporary piece, entitled “Experience”, which premiered in 
November 2015. 

One of Ms. Millar’s proudest experiences is the annual Delaware Dance Festival, where she has been Director since 
2007. She is the President for Dance Delaware, a non-profit organization, dedicated to promoting the art of dance in 
Delaware and the surrounding area by providing performance opportunities for dancers and scholarships for dance 
students. This event includes rehearsals, master classes, and scholarship opportunities. Close to 300 dancers come 
together from four states to perform each year at the Grand Opera House in Wilmington, DE. Kelly has been married 
to her very supportive husband, Jason, for eleven years and they have two children, Owen and Alicia. She truly enjoys 
sharing her love for dance with others

Pamela Oppenheimer (Miss Pam) graduated from the University of Delaware in 2013 
with a Bachelor of Music in General and Choral Music Education and a Minor in Dance. From 
Wilmington, DE, Pam has studied dance since age 6, including ballet, tap, jazz, hip hop, musical 
theatre, modern, and Latin dance styles. During her time at UD, she performed frequently for 
the University’s Dance Minor Department. Discovering a passion for volunteering while studying 
dance and education at Delaware, Pam has acted as head staff member and teacher for Indigenous 
Pitch Dance Collective and Jamaica Field Service Project, providing free dance and music 
programs to underserved children in New Orleans and rural Jamaica. Recently, Pam has danced 

for local modern dance companies including Nova Dance Company, Ignite, and now Pieces of a Dream. Pam currently 
teaches at Las Americas ASPIRA Academy in Newark, DE as the middle school choir director, K-8 dance teacher, and 
director of the after school ASPIRA Dance Company. She is excited for her fourth year with DDC teaching Hip-Hop!



Learning to walk set you free. Learning to dance gives you the greatest freedom of all: 
to express with your whole self the person you are. *MELISSA HAYDEN*



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 August 29 

 
First Day of Classes 

August 30 August 31 1 2 3 

4 5 
Studio closed 
 
 
 
Labor Day 

6 7 8 9 10 
Nutcracker Auditions 
Ballet 3 and older 
Pointe audition 

11 
Nutcracker Auditions 
Dancers 7 yrs & older 

12 
 
 
 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 
 

20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

September 2016 



*MARTHA GRAHAM*It’s what I always wanted to do: to show the laughter, the fun, the joy of dance.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

Nutcracker tickets go 
on sale at studio to 
Sustaining Donors  

2 3 
 
 
 
Rosh Hashanah 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 
Classes as usual 
 
 
Columbus Day 

11 12 
 
 
 
Yom Kippur 

13 14 15 
Nutcracker tickets go 
on sale at studio to 
DDC members only 

16 17 
Fall Parent  
Observation 

18 
Fall Parent  
Observation 

19 
Fall Parent  
Observation 

20 
Fall Parent  
Observation 

21 
Fall Parent  
Observation 

22 
Fall Parent  
Observation 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 
Studio Closed 
 
 
Halloween 

     

October 2016 



class offerings

Ballet    Pointe    Modern    Tap    Jazz    Theater Dance    Hip Hop    Acting    Pilates



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

Nutcracker tickets go 
on sale through  
www.tututix.com 

2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 
Studio Closed 
 
 
 
Election Day 

9 10 11 
Classes as usual 
 
 
 
Veteran’s Day 

12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 
Studio closed 
Thanksgiving Break 

24 
Studio closed 
Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
Thanksgiving Day 

25 
Studio closed 
Thanksgiving Break 

26 
Studio closed 
Thanksgiving Break 

27 28 29 30    

November 2016 



a cherisheD family traDition for 30 years!

The NuTcracker December 16, 17, 18  •  mitchell hall 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 
Studio closed 
Nutcracker rehearsal 

14 
Studio closed 
Nutcracker rehearsal 

15 
Studio closed 
Nutcracker rehearsal 

16 
Studio closed 
 
The Nutcracker 
7:00 pm  
Mitchell Hall 

17 
Studio closed 
 
The Nutcracker 
2:00pm & 7:00 pm  
Mitchell Hall 

18 
 
 
The Nutcracker 
2:00pm  
Mitchell Hall 

19 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

20 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

21 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

22 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

23 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

24 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

25 
 
 
 
Christmas Day 
Chanukah begins 

26 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

27 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

28 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

29 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

30 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

31 
Studio closed 
Winter Break 

December 2016 



Delaware Dance company/performing company

The Performing Company of Delaware Dance Company  
was founded in 1982 by Priscilla Payson to provide serious young 
dancers the opportunity to develop technically and artistically 

through performances in their own dance concerts as well as arts events 
and cultural festivals in the community. 

The Performing Company is a wonderful way for serious students to 
develop technique, artistry, and performance quality. Company members 
work with guest choreographers and master teachers spanning various 
dance disciplines including ballet, modern, jazz and theatre dance. 

In 2014, DDC’s Performing Company became a member of Regional 
Dance America, North East. Regional Dance America is a nationally 
recognized organization of over 90 companies, which are divided into 
five regions throughout the United States, and is dedicated to supporting 
and promoting non-profit, pre-professional dance training.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 
 
 
New Year’s Day 
Chanukah ends 

2 
Classes Resume 

3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 
Classes as usual 
 
 
 
MLK Day 

17 18 19 20 21 
Spring Gala auditions 
Ballet 3 and above 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

January 2017 



YDE prEsEnts A CElEbrAtion of DAnCE • 2/12 • pEArson  HAll

The Youth Dance Ensemble is a performance-focused group offering exceptional artistic and educational experiences for DDC dancers in Levels 2X/3/3X.  
Throughout the year, the Ensemble develops dance pieces that incorporate ballet, jazz, and modern technique for informal and formal performance venues. 
Participating in the Youth Dance Ensemble prepares younger dancers for the commitment and responsibilities of joining Performing Company. YDE meets on 
Fridays from 6:00-8:00pm and is under the direction of Miss Melissa Rivera and Miss Kimberly Schroeder.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 
YDE’s Spring Dance 
Concert 
Pearson Hall 
7:00pm 
 

13 14 
Classes as usual 
 
 
 
Valentine’s Day 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 
Classes as usual 
 
 
 
President’s Day 

21 22 23 24 
 
 
 
Delaware Dance  
Festival 

25 
 
 
 
Delaware Dance  
Festival 

26 
 
Delaware Dance  
Festival 
Performance 2:00pm 

27 28     

February 2017 



*FRIEDRICH WILHELM NIETzSCHE*

We should consider every day lost  
on which we have not danced at least once. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

5 
Newark Symphony 
Orchestra Concert 
with DDC Company 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 
 
 
 
Daylight Savings  
begins 

13 
Spring Parent  
Observation 

14 
Spring Parent  
Observation 

15 
Spring Parent  
Observation 

16 
Spring Parent  
Observation 

17 
Spring Parent  
Observation 

18 
Spring Parent  
Observation 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

March 2017 



DDC spring gAlA • April 1 & April 2 • MitCHEll HAll



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

 
DDC’s Spring Gala 
7:00pm  
Mitchell Hall 

2 
 
DDC’s Spring Gala 
7:00pm  
Mitchell Hall 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 
 
 
 
Passover Begins 

11 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 

12 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 

13 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 

14 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 
 
 

15 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 

16 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 
 
Easter 

17 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 

18 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 
 
Passover ends 

19 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 

20 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 

21 
Studio Closed 
Spring Break 

22 
Classes Resume 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

April 2017 



DDc in the community

Delaware Dance Company strives to bring dance to the community by presenting lecture demonstrations at local schools, offering Girl Scout Dancer Badge sessions,  
performing at community events and dance festivals as well as inviting school children to see special, free-of-charge performances of major productions.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 

 
 
 
RDA National Festi-
val in Pheonix, AZ 

3 
 
 
 
RDA National Festi-
val in Pheonix, AZ 

4 
 
 
 
RDA National Festi-
val in Pheonix, AZ 

5 
 
 
 
RDA National Festi-
val in Pheonix, AZ 

6 
 
 
 
RDA National Festi-
val in Pheonix, AZ 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 
 
 
 
 
Mother’s Day 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 
Studio Closed 
 
 
 
Memorial Day 

30 31    

May 2017 



Delaware Dance company/summer camp programs

The Delaware Dance Company offers Summer Dance and Musical Theatre Camps every year. The Camps offer a great opportunity for children ages four and above to study a 
variety of dance styles in a fun and non-competitive environment. Each themed, camp culminates in a performance in a professional theatre on Friday at 6:00 p.m.  Along with 
dance classes, students enjoy related activities including music appreciation, nutrition, dance history, and theme-related arts and crafts. Before and After CampCare is available 
for working parents from 7:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Dance experience is not required to attend our dance camp programs.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 

 
YDE auditions 
6:00 pm 

3 
Last Day - Sat class 
 
Tot Performance 
Party rehearsals 

4 
Tot Performance  
Party 

5 
Last Day - Mon class 

6 
Last Day - Tue class 

7 
Last Day - Wed class 

8 
Last Day - Thu class 

9 
Last Day - Fri class 

10 
Young Dancers’  
Rehearsals 
Mitchell Hall 

11 
Young Dancers’  
Concerts 
1:00pm & 4:00pm 
Mitchell Hall 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 
Camp Week 1 
Workshop Week 1 

20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 
Workshop Week 2 

27 28 29 30  

June 2017 



The Delaware Dance Company offers Workshop programs with excellent 
guest and resident faculty.  Two levels of training are offered: First Focus for 
serious young dancers ages 9 to 12 and Intensive Workshops for Intermediate 
through Advanced level dancers ages 10 and above.

Delaware Dance company/summer workshops

First Focus



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 
 

4 
 
 
 
Fourth of July 

5 6 7 8 

9 10 
Camp Week 2 
Workshop Week 3 
 
 

11 
Summer Session  
Week 1 

12 13 
Summer Session  
Week 1 

14 15 

16 17 
Musical Theatre  
Camp 
 
 

18 
Summer Session  
Week 2 

19 20 
Summer Session  
Week 2 

21 22 

23 24 
Musical Theatre  
Camp continued 
 
 

25 
Summer Session  
Week 3 

26 27 
Summer Session  
Week 3 

28 29 

30 31 
YDE Workshop week 

     

July 2017 



Dancing should look easy; like an optical illusion. It should seem effortless.  
When you do a difficult variation, the audience is aware that it is demanding and that  
you have the power and strength to do it. But in the end, when you take your bow,  
you should look as if you were saying, ‘Oh, it was nothing. I could do it again.’

*BRUCE MARKS*



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

Summer Session  
Week 4 

2 3 
Summer Session  
Week 4 

4 5 

6 7 
Performing Company 
Workshop week 

8 
Summer Session  
Week 5 

9 10 
Summer Session  
Week 5 

11 12 

13 14 15 
Summer Session  
Week 6 

16 17 
Summer Session  
Week 6 

18 19 
DDC Open House 
10a to 3p 
Demonstration at 1p 

20 
DDC Open House 
Noon to 2p 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

August 2017 



Delaware Dance company/important information
Young Children’s Division
MoMMy & Me AnD totDAnce 

The Young Children’s Division fosters a love of dance and creativity in  
children ages two to three and a half. Before introducing the structured 
discipline of dance, it is important to cultivate the natural abilities of the  
child. The se fun and expressive classes, limited in size, combine elements  
of motor skills, vocabulary, rhythm and self-expression.

Children’s Division
KinDerballet, KinDercombo, Pre-ballet
Students ages four to seven are introduced to the concept of structured 
movement to music. Dance vocabulary, rhythmic exercises and simple 
ballet steps are introduced in an appropriate manner at each level.

Pre-Professional Division
level 1 through aDvanceD
Students ages eight years and older are offered classes in individual subjects: 
ballet, pointe, modern, jazz, theatre dance, and tap. The graduated curriculum 
is divided into several levels of achievement. Students follow a carefully 
structured sequence of training stages, designed specifically to increase their 
technical skills, stamina, discipline and artistry in accordance with their age 
and physical development. 

teen aDult/oPen Division
Classes are offered for older teens and adults from different walks of life 
who wish to enjoy the physical and aesthetic benefits of dance. These classes 
provide opportunities for exercise, stretching and toning the body as well as 
an appreciation for the art form in a non-competitive atmosphere. Classes 
are offered in various disciplines in beginner through intermediate levels. 

cl
as

s d
iv

is
io

ns Curriculum & Placement
DDC is committed to providing the finest in dance education for dancers of 
all ages from 2 through adult.  Our curriculum is designed to train dancers to 
reach their highest technical and artistic potential in a positive and nurturing 
environment.  Our ballet program does not rely on one specific syllabus of 
training, but brings together elements of the Russian, Royal Academy of Dance 
and the CPYB systems of training.  Focus is placed on correct body alignment and 
placement and on proper technique.  Students’ artistic development is carefully 
nurtured and developed as they progress through the syllabus.  DDC also offers 
a broad curriculum in other styles of dance including Modern, Jazz, Tap, and 
Theatre Dance.  Students are required to add other forms of dance to their training 
in the Pre-professional Division.

New students will be asked to attend class(es) based on age and experience so that 
they can be observed in the class setting. Final placement will be made based on 
the input of the placement class teacher(s) and the Artistic Director.

Special Events: Performances/Master Classes & Workshops
Delaware Dance Company believes it is the sum of all learning and experiences that 
nurtures and develops dancers in their technical and artistic endeavors.  In keeping 
with this philosophy, DDC offers professional quality performance opportunities, 
master classes and workshops as well as the opportunity to attend weekend workshops.            

Performances
Dance is a performing art and one that should be shared with friends, family and the 
community! Students of the appropriate age level are invited each year to audition for 
our professional productions, The Nutcracker and Spring Performance. The entire 
school is invited to perform bi-annually in our Year End School Concert. Beginning 
students are featured in our Young Dancer’s Concert, presented on the opposite year. 
We believe these opportunities build self-confidence and are a natural extension 
of the classroom. Our goal is to provide our students with the necessary skills that 
enable them to be outstanding performers.

master classes/WorKshoPs
Another exciting opportunity to improve skill and artistry is offered through our 
Master Class and Workshop series.  Working with a new teacher always helps to 
inspire students to work just a little harder. The excitement of learning something 
new and developing a new or different skill is always evident when we bring in a new 
teacher!  Guest instructors have included Chris Suchan, Ashley Walton, Autumn 
Schneider, Nicholas Seligson-Ross, Daniel Catanach, Camille Izard and Vincent 
Thomas.  Look for information about Master Classes & Workshops on our website 
and on the School Information Board in the lobby.



Delaware Dance company/important information
Tuition
One tuition installment, $25 Membership Fee per student or $35 per family and 
$15 Registration Fee per student are due upon registration. Billing options are 
available for an additional fee, otherwise, families are responsible to make 
additional tuition payments September through May (10 payments total for the 
year).   Payments are due the 15th of each month and a late penalty will be applied 
on the 1st of the following month for any accounts in arrears.

Refunds & Withdrawals
DDC will not grant refunds except as outlined in the Contract on the Student 
Registration Form.

Appearance
All students are expected to wear clean class required leotard and tights. 
Hair must be neatly done, tied back off the face in a bun if long enough, or 
other hairstyle that is pinned in place if the hair is short. Underwear should 
not be worn under tights. Watches, necklaces, bracelets and large earrings 
are not permitted in the classroom. Dancewear and footwear are not meant 
to be worn outside as street wear. Remember to wear season appropriate 
clothing over your dancewear when arriving or leaving the studio. 

Behavior
A dance studio is a place to learn something special, to concentrate and to 
work hard. Students are expected to behave in a disciplined manner and 
to listen attentively in the classroom. Discipline is not an end in itself: it 
simply fosters an atmosphere conducive to learning. Running, loud talking 
and horseplay are not permitted in the hallways, bathrooms or main 
lobby. Parents must supervise their children while waiting for class to 
begin. Children must be picked up promptly after their class has ended.

Attendance & Make-up Policy
All students are expected to attend every class in which they are enrolled. 
Absence from class will be detrimental to the student’s progress and may 
jeopardize promotion to the next level. If a student must miss class they may 
make up in the same level or a level below. Make up Vouchers are available at 
the front desk and must be presented to the teacher at the time of the make up 
class. Missed classes must be made up within four weeks of the missed class. 
Late arrivals disrupt the class and miss the proper warm up at the beginning 
of class. Students who arrive ten minutes late or more may be asked to sit and 
observe the class.

Student Evaluation & Parent Observation
The progress of each student will be monitored continually during the school 
year. The faculty strives to encourage and challenge each student on an 
ongoing basis. Students may be recommended, at any time by their teacher, for 
advancement to a higher level. Students must complete a minimum of thirty 
out of thirty six classes to be eligible for promotion to the next level. Written 
Student Evaluations will be given to students at the end of the year. Parents are 
invited to observe class in October and March. At other times visitors must 
receive permission from the teacher. (Check the calendar for specific dates for 
observation.)

Inclement Weather Policy
When local weather conditions warrant, DDC will cancel classes.  All cancellations 
will be listed on the website and the telephone message system will be immediately 
updated.  Please check the website and phone message before leaving home.  All 
classes cancelled due to weather may be made up at the student’s convenience 
according to the DDC class make-up policy.

Lost and Found
Students should have their names on all dance clothing and shoes. Lost and Found 
containers are located in the dressing room for items left in the studios. After a 
reasonable length of time, unclaimed articles will be donated to charity.



The Delaware Dance Company is a non-profit arts organization 
administered by an all-volunteer Board of Trustees.  In-house 
volunteers generously contribute their time and talents to our 

productions.  Set design and construction, costuming, promotions and box 
office are just a few of the all important aspects of presenting a performance 
and bringing it to the stage that are contributed by volunteers at DDC.

Last year, DDC presented Cinderella at the Thompson Theatre on the 
U of DE campus. This performance brought together DDC Performing 
Company members, dancers from the school, resident and guest artists as 
well as countless volunteers who all helped create a high quality, professional 
performance. This performance gave young dancers the opportunity to 
express themselves artistically in a positive and supportive environment and 
gave the members of DDC the opportunity to share the art of dance with 
the community. DDC continues to strive in offering exceptional artistic and 
educational experiences to its students and to share these performances and 
projects with the community at large.  

Through its outstanding programming DDC offers classes, workshops, 
master classes and summer camps to over 500 children and adults in the 
tri-state area. Through Project S.O.A.R., DDC is proud to offer financial aid, 
scholarships and educational opportunities for youth in the community so 
that they may experience and learn about the art of dance. DDC is pleased 
to acknowledge The Dressing Room in Newark as a contributing supporter 
of Project S.O.A.R.

This program  is supported, in part, by a grant from the Delaware Division of 
the Arts, a state agency, in partnership with the National Endowment for the 
Arts. The Division promotes Delaware arts events on www.DelawareScene.com

Madeline Crossing 
 168 South Main Street, Suite 101

Newark, DE 19711
302-738-2023

for more information call 302-738-2023  
or visit our website www.delawaredancecompany.org. 


